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Summary of Hermeneusis of a literary
structure: Dostoevskij's gambler
The s ta r t ing-po in t  fo r  th is  s tudy  was an  lnves t iga t ion
in to  the  re la t ion  be tween l i te ra tu re  and ph i losophy.
T h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  f o u r  t r e n d s :  l i t e r a -
tu re  i s  the  representa t ion  o f  a  t twor ld t t ,  l i te ra tu re  i s
a  t tmeans o f  knowledge t t ,  l i te ra tu re  i s  t t concre te  o r  im-
p l i c i t  ph i losophy" ,  l i te ra tu re  i s  t texper iencet t .  A l -1
these concept ions  f i x  impor tan t  aspec ts  o f  the  re la t ion-
sh ip  be tween l i te ra tu re  and ph i losophy.  However ,  i t  was
imposs Íb1e to  c rea te  a  p rac t ica l  method o f  ana lys is
based upon a  ph i losoph ica l  theory  concern ing  the  ana-
lys is  o f  l i te ra ry  texLs ,  wh ich  purpose I  had in  mind
$/hen s ta r t Íng  ny  inves t iga t ion .
D isconten t  w iÈh th is  lack  o f  app l i cab i l i t y  together
w i t l t  rny  en thus iasm about  the  very  concre le  s t ruc tu ra l -
i s t i c  way  o f  ana lys ing  tex ts  1ed Íne  to  the  ph i losopher
who has  thought  ou t  s t ruc tu ra l i sm ph i losophtea l l y ,  Pau l
R icoeur .  In  h is  ph i losophy he  reconc i les  s t ruc tu ra l i sm
wi th  the  hermeneut ica l  way  o f  in te rpre ta t ion  by  showing
how the  tv /o  a re  penet ra t ing  each o ther .  In  my d isser ta -
t lon  th is  ph Í losophy has  become a  concre te  mode l  fo r  the
ana lys is  and in te rpre ta t ion  o f  Dos toevsk i j  rs  Garnb le r .
Of  th is  hermeneus is  o f  a  l i te ra ry  s t ruc tu re  the  a ím is
there fore  twofo ld :  i t  a ims a t  the  comple tes t  poss ib le
in te rpre ta t ion  o f  Dos toevsk i j rs  Gambler  (wh ich  reura ins
open to  the  fu tu re)  and a t  the  same t ime i t  p leads  fo r
the  method I  chose,  fo r  a  rne thod o f  ana lys ing  l i te ra tu re
in  wh ich  s t ruc tu ra l  ana lys is  and the  her rneneut ica l  ap-
proach to  tex ts  a re  shown and a lso  pu t  in to  p rac t lce
in  the l r  mutua l  in te rac t ion  and presuppos i t ion .
I t  i s  the  in ten t lon  o f  th is  book  to  use  the  des-
c r ip t ion  o f  the  sEruc ture  o f  The Gambler  as  a  s ta r t ing-
po in t  fo r  the  hermeneut ica l  inves t iga t ion  in to  thaE
st ruc ture .  That  i s  poss ib le  by  an  lnqu i ry  in to  the  func-
t ion  o f  the  nar ra t i ve  p rocesses  descr ibed fo r  the  deve l -
opment  o f  the  d i f fe ren t  themes and by  an  lnqu i ry  in to
the  e f fec t  o f  these processes  on  the  reader .  The answers
to  these ques t ions  fo rm the  s ta r t ing-po in t  fo r  the  her -
meneus is ,  fo r  the  recons t ruc t ion  o f  the  wor ld  o f  the
nove l .  F ina l l y  tha t  wor ld  w i l l  be  conf ron ted  w l th  the
in te rpre ter rs  ovrn  wor ld  in  a  d ia logue w i th  the  nove l  in
wh ich  a lso  the  preeed ing  inves t iga tors  o f  The Gambler
w i l l  be  invo lved.
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The s t ruc tu ra l  ana lys is  i s  based upon t r , /o  mode ls :
that of Ebertrard Lánmert as described in "Bauformen
des Erzáh lens t t  and tha t  o f  Genet te  in  "F igures  I I I " .
I  chose Lámrnert and Genette on account of the preci-
s ion  and the  ex ten t  o f  the i r  mode ls  o f  ana lys is  and
because bo th  au thors  i l l us t ra te  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  the
nove l  in  such a  rnu l t ip l i c l t y  o f  aspec ts  tha t  up  to  now
they have supplied the ruost complete and most comprehen-
s ive  mode1.  Moreover ,  by  emphas is ing  the  t ime-s t ruc tu re
o f  a  nove l  they  chose a  ra ther  exac t  and ver i f iab le
l i te ra ry  da tum.  The two theor ies  habe been app l ied  con-
s is ten t ly  in  the  sane way:  a lways  the  c loses t  poss ib le
i rn i ta t ion  bo th  w i th  regard  Èo the  te rmino logy  and the
order. The processes as described by Làrnmert and Ge-
net te  have been app l ied  to  The Gambler  w i th  the  grea tes t
poss lb le  p rec is ion  and when tha t  was  imposs ib le  I  have
def ined lhe  charac ter is t i cs  o f  The Garnb le r  us ing  a  var i . -
a t ion  on  the  te r rn Íno logy  o f  the  app l ied  theory .  In  the
append ix  the  two node ls  a re  compared together  w i th  the
mode l  o f  W.  SchmÍd .  The ver i f i ca t ion  o f  the  rnode ls  o f
ana lys is  cons is ts  in  the Í r  app l i ca t i .on .  The i r  g rea t
app l icab i l i t y  p roves  the i r  worÈh and jus t i f ies  the
cho ice  I  have made.
A shor t  genera l  h is to r ica l  in t roduc t ion  on  hermeneu-
t i cs  p recedes the  hermeneut ica l  par t  (Chapter  I I I ) .
Then fo l lows an  expos i t ion  o f  Pau l  R i "coeur rs  ph Í losophy
in  wh lch  the  reconc i l ia t ton  o f  s t ruc tu ra l Ísm wÍ th  her -
meneus is  takes  p1ace.  The c r i te r ia  o f  the  in te rpre ta t ion
as  they  emerge f rom Ricoeur ts  work  a re  a lso  ment ioned
i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r .
The mode l  fo r  the  hermeneus is  o f  l i te ra ry  tex ts  by
means o f  the  hermeneus is  o f  the  l iÈerary  s t ruc tu re  i s
the  resu l t  o f  the  a t tempt  to  recrea te  R icoeur rs  theo-
re t i ca l  expos i t ions  in  a  p rac t ica l  rnode l .  The f i rs t
phase o f  th is  mode l  cons is ts  1n  the  app l ica t ion  o f  a
s t ruc tu ra l  rnode l  o f  ana lys is ,  i .e .  the  app l icaÈ ion  o f
Lámmer t  and Genet te .  The conp le te  mode l  i s  quadr ipar -
t i te :  f i r sE a  s t ruc tu ra l  ana lys is  o f  The Gambler ,  then
a hermeneusis of the found structure by inquir ing into
the  func t ion  and e f fec t  o f  the  nar ra t i ve  p rocesses t
next a reconstructÍon of the world of The Garobler based
upon al l  the preceding and f inal ly a dialogue with the
world of The Ganbler in which the prevlous interpreters
p a r t l c i p a t e .
As far as I know it  is the fÍrst t iure that the theo-
ries of Làururert and Genette have been applied in their
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t o t a l i t y  a n d  b e s i d e s  i t  i
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Ganb ler .
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the  sum o f  the  wor lds  o l
the  charac ter  o f  babuéka
r ich  o1d lady  co11Ídes  w i
a b l e  w a t e r i n g - p l a c e .  T h e
on ly  been ab le  to  copy  t
and emot iona l  wor ld  o f
B lanche represents  the  m:
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add ic t  fo r  whom l i v ing  ar
in  a  fa ta l  way .
Conf  ron t ing  t .h is  com
my ohrn world as an interp
add ic t ion  en ter  in to  a  (
p roduc t ion  o f  i t .  In  my d
s ider  the  charac ters  as
k inds  o f  add ic t Íon .
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y i  a lways  the  c loses t  poss íb1e
rd  to  the  te rmino logy  and the
descr ibed by  Làmmer t  and Ge-
>  The Gambler  w i th  the  grea tes t
ren that was impossible I  have
:s of The Garnbler using a vari-
o f  the  app l ied  theory .  In  the
re  compared together  w i th  the
ver i f i ca t ion  o f  the  mode ls  o f
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:ur  rs  work  a re  a lso  ment ioned
meneus is  o f  l i te ra ry  tex ts  by
o f  the  l i te ra ry  s f rucËure  is
.  to  recrea te  R icoeur rs  theo-
prac t ica l  mode l .  The f i rs t
l s t s  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  a
l Í s ,  i . e .  t h e  a p p l i c a È i o n  o f
comple te  node l  i s  quadr ipar -
nalysis of The Garnbler, then
I  s t ruc tu re  by  inqu i r ing  in to
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R icoeur ts  theory  has  been nou lded in to  a  p rac t ica l  mode l
w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  t e s t e d  b y  a p p l y i n g  i t  t o  D o s t o e v s k l j r s
Gambler .
The recons t ruc t ion  o f  the  wor ld  o f  The Ganb ler  i s
the  sum o f  Ehe wor lds  o f  the  f i c t iona l  charac ters '  h ' t
the  charac ter  o f  babuSka the  wor ld  o f  a  genu ine  Russ ian '
r i c h o l d l a d y c o l l i d e s w i t h a w e s t e r n - e u r o p e a n f a s h i o n -
ab le  l ^ Ia te r ing-p lace .  The Genera l  i s  a  Russ ian  v /ho  has
on ly  been ab le  to  copy  the  fagade,  bu t  no t  the  menta l
and ernotional world of the Kurort surrounding him'
B lanche represents  the  mater ia l i s t i c  l9 th  century  Par i -
s ian  bourgeo is ie .  Po l ina  is  a  young Russ ian  $ /ay layed
f ron  a l l  s ides  who apPears  to  be  ab le  to  love  unse l f i sh-
ly  and cons tan t ly .  In  the  end,  by  means o f  a  v io len t
c tn f ronÈat ion  w i th  rou le t te ,  the  nar ra to r  h i rnse l f ,  f rom
be ing  Po l ina ts  pass ionate  adorer  becornes  a  gambl ing-
addict for whorn l iving and garnbl ing are interchangeable
i n  a  f a t a l  w a Y .
Conf ron t ing  th is  complex  wor ld  o f  The Garnb le r  w i th
my o\^in v/orld as an interpreter I  rnade my pre-concept of
add ic t íon  en ter  in to  a  d ia logue w i th  Dostoevsk i j t s  re -
produc t ion  o f  i t .  In  my d ia logue w i th  The Gambler  I  con-
s ider  the  charac ters  as  fo rming  a  ca ta logue o f  var ious
k inds  o f  add ic t ion .
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